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A Note from Mayor Holly Sierra ………    

      Happy Holidays Buellton!  I hope everyone had a 
chance to attend Fall Fest on Avenue of Flags.  Next 
month brings our Winter Fest on December 4th - a whole 
day filled with activities.  
 
This is my last Buellton Buzz. I have been honored to 
serve this community for 14 years. I have worked with the 
most capable, compassionate and committed people to 
move Buellton forward while keeping that small town feel.  
We have kept Buellton financially sound and safe with 
continued Sheriff and Fire contracts. I have worked with 
residents and Council to add Zaca Creek Golf Course, 
PAWS dog park, the Village Park, a new shopping center, 
and actually got some development done on Avenue of 
Flags. We now have two crosswalks on Hwy 246 and the 
City is continuing to work on “shrinking” the road. We’ve 
supported our Senior Center, the Botanic Garden and oth-
er non-profits. We have gone greener with solar power in 
the City, formed an Arts and Culture Committee, and we 
have the easements to move forward with the River Trail. I 
am most proud of the Willemsen purchase. We now have 
land for any needed expansion of our wastewater plant 
and have found a new home for the Children’s Museum 
and a library/community center.  
 
I want residents to know that the incoming Council is dedi-
cated to serving the community and we are so lucky to 
have a staff that no other City could match.   
 
This has been the best job. We live in a wonderful commu-
nity and I thank you for allowing me to serve for so long. 
Buellton rocks! 
 
Holly Sierra  
Mayor  
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Keeping Buellton Beautiful – Debris Accu-
mulation: Trash/Refuse Containers (BMC 
8.04.030.B.3): The holidays are soon upon 
us. That means plenty of gifts and packages 
and all the associated boxes and wrapping pa-
per. So that we don’t adversely affect the aes-
thetic or olfactory nature of our beautiful little city 
during this festive season, remember that on the 
days that your trash is not picked up, your re-
fuse containers cannot be  visible from neighboring properties or 
streets.  If you have any questions please contact Ben Hernandez, City 
Code Enforcement Officer at 686-7423 or benh@cityofbuellton.com.  

December Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Tips 

 
The end of the year is marked by falling tem-
peratures, falling leaves, and (hopefully) falling 
rain. These seasonal changes bring challeng-
es for the City’s storm drain system, which is 
designed to prevent flooding within the City. 
But water that enters the systems is not treat-
ed – it flows directly to streams and drainage-
ways. Leaf litter and landscaping debris can 
block storm drain inlets, gutters, and piping, 
which can not only cause flooding, but also 
potentially carry pollutants to nearby waterbod-
ies. 
How can this be if plants are natural? The im-
pervious features of the City, like roads, build-
ings, parking lots, etc., create additional runoff 
that does not soak into the ground and is con-
centrated in the drainage system, where plant 
material breaks down and makes the plants’ 
nutrients more available. Additionally, debris 
from landscaping may also carry fertilizer to 
the drainage system. Excessive amounts can 
lead to issues for potable water supply, fresh-
water habitat, and groundwater quality. And 
nutrients are a pollutant of concern in the San-
ta Ynez River Basin. The City-wide street 
cleaning program aims to remove leaves and 
other organic detritus from the street surfaces, 
but your help is also needed. Some things you 
can do are: 
· Sweep up leaves from driveways, side-

walks, and streets; and avoid blowing or 
raking leaves into the street.  

· Clean leaves from roof gutters and rain 
spouts. 

· Mulch your leaves if you own a mulching 
lawnmower and compost leaves and other 
yard clippings on-site. 

· Take advantage of the green waste collec-
tion program. 

· Clear storm drains and gutters that are 
clogged with leaves. 

To learn more about pollu-
tion prevention and take a 
stormwater survey to help 
us identity other outreach 
areas, please visit 
CityofBuellton.com or con-
tact Public Works at (805) 
688-5177 or email us at 
swmp@cityofbuellton.com. 

Residential Bulky Items – Pick Up 
Large bulky-item clean-ups can be scheduled up 
to four times per year and are available on 
the FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH.  
 
Please call 805-963-1852 to schedule ASAP as 
reservations book up fast!” IF YOU DON’T 
CALL, THEY WILL NOT PICK UP! 


